
Ms. Annalena Baerbock
Auswärtige Amt
Dienstsitz Berlin
Werderscher Markt 1
10117 Berlin
Postanschrift: 11013 Berlin

Ref.: Visit of Argentina’s President to Germany

Buenos Aires, Argentina, June 20th 2024
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Of our highest esteem,

In view of President Javier Milei’s visit to Germany, the signatory organizations would like to 
share information on the situation of women’s rights since this government took office. 

As women and members of the LGBT+ community working in feminist organizations in our 
region, we were very pleased on March 1, 2023, when the German Foreign Office released its 
document expressing its commitment to a feminist foreign policy and specifying how 
Germany will make its values credible in today’s world, both in terms of its own structures - 
strengthening representation, resources, rights of women and other marginalized groups in 
the German Foreign Office - and in concrete foreign policy fields of work such as security, 
climate and trade. 

Since then, the phenomenon of the far-right political movements, known as right-wing 
populism, extreme right or neo-fascism, has been growing across Europe as well as in Latin 
America and other regions of the world. These movements exhibit both common global 
characteristics and unique local expressions. Common traits include xenophobic nationalism, 
historical negationism, and regressive views on gender roles, LGBTQ+ rights, and the rights 
of racialized communities.

In December 2023, Javier Milei assumed the presidency of Argentina with an extreme 
anti-politics and libertarian stance. His government is currently implementing an austerity 
program which implies a drastic reduction of public spending along the lines of -30%. In the 
first quarter of 2024 there was a sharp drop in the real execution of the great majority of 
budget lines, including in areas that are fundamental to ensure basic human rights such as the 
rights to food, education and health. 



Particularly, of 43 national care policies -which are mainly directed to women, children and 
the elderly-, 21 have already been dismantled, 15 are on alert, and only 7 are still in force. 
These policies include the expansion of infrastructure such as schools and elderly residencies, 
public services and policies related to the remuneration and formalization of care workers1. 
Moreover, the government suspended food shipments to soup kitchens where working-class 
people eat. All these measures impact mainly on women, who disproportionately bear the 
brunt of care work at home and within their communities.

At the same time, the government is trying to pass the “Bill on Bases and Points of Departure 
for the Freedom of Argentines” (“Bill on Bases”) which repeals the “Pension Debt Payment 
Plan Law”. This law allows access to a pension for people who do not meet the 30 working 
years requirement, most of them women who were in charge of unpaid care tasks or who 
spent part of their lives in the informal labor market. Around 94% of women will not have 
access to a pension if the Bill is approved, gravely affecting their economic and social rights. 

Sexual and reproductive rights are being threatened. Several members of the government, 
including the President, have repeatedly expressed their position against voluntary pregnancy 
interruption2 and against comprehensive sex education. Since this government took office, no 
progress has been made in the acquisition of new supplies for the sexual and reproductive 
healthcare kit such as contraceptives, condoms, misoprostol and mifepristone from the 
National Ministry of Health to be sent to the provinces, putting at risk their availability.

Furthermore, the government announced the “National Early Childhood Program”, whose 
objectives include “the search for pregnant women through sanitary trains, with operations 
throughout the Argentine territory”, suggesting an active detection of pregnant women which 
poses a risk to confidentiality, privacy and reproductive autonomy. This objective had been 
included in a former version of the “Bill of Bases”, which incorporated a reform to Law No. 
27,611 on “Integral Health Care and Attention during Pregnancy and Early Childhood”. 
Although this bill lost parliamentary status, authorities have said that the ruling party will 
send new bills taking up these contents, confirming the intention to replace the model of 
autonomy, respect and protection of rights with a police model in which the “detection of the 
pregnant mother and her unborn child” will replace the consent of women and adolescents.

This risk is enhanced due to the government’s decision to cut funding for the Plan for the 
Prevention of Unintended Pregnancy in Adolescence (ENIA), a comprehensive and 
interdisciplinary public policy that seeks to guarantee the access of children and adolescents 
to contraceptive methods, comprehensive sexual education, counseling and community 
promotion activities, prevention of forced pregnancy and access to abortion. While serious 
challenges remain, there is solid evidence on the success of this policy, in force since 2017 
and continued by two presidencies of different political parties. According to the 2022 
census, the number of teenage pregnancies decreased by 50% in comparison to 2010.

2 Argentina passed Law No. 27,610 in 2020, which allows for a legal, safe and voluntary pregnancy interruption.

1 The entire report is available in Spanish at: 
https://www.cels.org.ar/web/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/LCDLC-INFORME-1-1-1.pdf



We would also like to express our concern that on May 7th 2024, four women were attacked 
with fuel and fire in a boarding house hotel in Buenos Aires, after receiving permanent 
misogynist and homophobic aggressions, resulting in the murder of three of them. Although 
the attacker’s political affiliation is unknown, this dramatic event has a context: the 
empowerment of discourses that generate hatred about social groups such as lesbians; the 
acceleration of the precariousness of life; the marginalization in the city and the approach to 
mental health and homelessness with security strategies. Overlooking the structural aspect of 
violence against women, the Presidential Spokesperson stated: “I don't like to define it as an 
attack against a certain group, collective, it's wrong, it's terrible, whoever it is against”.

Finally, this month the Undersecretariat of Gender Violence (former Ministry of Women, 
Gender and Diversity) was dissolved, leaving the Argentine State without any entity in 
charge of the specific protection of this vulnerable group. Since the return to democracy, 
Argentina had an institutionalization of the gender agenda that gained more preponderance 
over time, even acquiring ministerial level, and has now completely lost it.

It is our view that the government’s measures and narratives reveal a clear regression in 
women’s rights, not only hindering Argentina’s policies and position in international fora, but 
also taking away from the country’s leading progressive take on these agendas. This poses a 
risk to women’s rights across the region and the world which cannot be ignored.   

We hope that this information will allow you to prepare for President Milei’s visit to 
Germany and express concern to the country’s authorities on these issues.

We remain at your disposal to provide you with additional information if required.

Sincerely,

1. Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS) - Argentina 
2. Ni Una Menos - Argentina
3. Equipo Latinoamericano de Justicia y Género - Argentina
4. Mujeres de la Matria Latinoamericana (MuMaLá) - Argentina 
5. Red por los derechos de las personas con discapacidad (REDI) - Argentina 
6. Asociación Civil Comunicación para la Igualdad - Argentina
7. Fundación Mujeres x Mujeres - Argentina 
8. Fundación Siglo 21 - Argentina 
9. Fundación Volviendo a Casa - Argentina 
10. CEDEM - Argentina 
11. Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad (MEI) - Argentina
12. Grow, género y trabajo - Argentina
13. Universidad Metropolitana para la Educación y el Trabajo - Argentina
14. Shalom Bait - Argentina
15. Red Unidas - Argentina/Germany



16. Red de Litigantes LGBTI+ de las Américas -  Latin America 
17. Red de Organizaciones de Lesbianas y Bisexuales de Latinoamérica y el Caribe - 

Latin America 
18. Vecinas Feministas por la Justicia Sexual y Reproductiva de América Latina - Latin 

America 
19. Corporación Humanas - Chile
20. Red de Periodistas y Comunicadoras Feministas de Chile - Chile 
21. W20 - United States of America 
22. Colectivo Diversidad Democrática - Colombia
23. Corporación Social LibeTrans - Colombia 
24. Fundación Rostros Diversos LGBTI+H - Colombia 
25. Fundación Afrodescendiente por las Diversidades Sociales y Sexuales - Colombia, 

Venezuela 
26. Movimiento Mujeres Luna Creciente - Ecuador 
27. Lesbianas Independientes Feministas Socialistas (LIFS) - Peru
28. Las Sabinas - México
29. Colectivo Rebeldía - Bolivia

Signatures go on…


